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ddied from the eiTcols of my r--
s i

ride over the ill-ke- rond. At ia-- t I
fiii asleep, and w;n dreinih; of
t;:r over a precipice thi;.;-,i- i nus of f'tt
hlrli into the iled sea, whea sj:uo-tiiit:- :.

;iroi-.oe- ir.esj-.Ucnly- . I sat up in
bed and felt for my pi-t.- -h Ail rag-lit-

lint tlit re was nothing to tire at.
The moon had Hson it was on it
last quarter now, ait-- cava verv litti
l:cht, but I conl.1 see every object :a
the room distinctly. lNothin;.r was
amiss. I be,;-.- to feel ashacied of
myself, and lay down sjaui.

"recently there was a faint riistlir;;.
souriil at the head of 1117 bed a ad then
I heard the sweetest voice in all the
world call faintly:

"I'idelel Fidelel"
And then so :i;e thi n c whit elided

across my chamber, aod disappeared
x o J er the bed.

And the same sweet voice it was
fall of tears now r ?eclai ai d:
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l::iry conutry tavsTii
when I eutert'd each and ail n
ra o v e d thfir pi p
a prtjlon-e- stare,

tbiiy 2hl not oftt-a- . see
fit ran rrors, and were lispo.Sfl to ike
the mrbt of this ...i-t- nitj f o r
lira x el was a a o i i ;r "vv a v the
t raffle routes, and I had been led
thither oniv by a sumtoons from my
aunt, Catherine Axteil, my o!e re-

maining relative, who was lyin at
the point of death, m a mountain, vli- -

1 a st" t w e n ty rr; ; I e s fa r t n e r w e s t.
Ily the time I fot thawed, siuu.er

was announced. Hot corn pone, corn.... i 1.. i 1 - r . ... . :
oieau, orooeu oeei, e';:s auu o.i-.t.o.-

CjixK,s URll coid vc aXin r.U:. 1 ate
'heartily, sa. , -d a clear, for lam
sorrr to say th it I am a victim of the
habit of smoking, and then 1 signified
to mine host ray readiness for bed.

While waiting- - in the hail for th tm- -

her candles to be brourht. I over-lo-ar- tl

a brief Mns u ! ation be t wee n trie
landlord ai.d aa old, &;oister-aee- d fe-

male domestic.
'"Vo'Pf' never goU'iT to out hl-- in

that t a r t of t tiuiid ii 2;'?'' saPl the
woman in a tone of evident illtwuv

"Can't do ane other wars," said the
landlord; "this confounded court ha
tilled every room. No dicger; feiie is
quiet now. "

The woman sail something irore,
TPhieti 1 d id not u r derst .an d, anJ then
the landlord came to take me to toy
room.

We met his son on the la;
lightinj up an ithc r pirpv I 1

r

' )

t.

THE laCtrE.
have reeop-ni-

1 the your' to an by
his likeness to his father cady. if
anvlhinpa thtre as more of the orute
a boat the y- ur.,:-- rr.;in. I had ijever
semi hi u before, a t .'. vet 1 won 1.1

have liheti to meet h;:n in a loneiy
p'aee if I hud been unarmed and .

I of any valuables He stopped
his father, an 1 spoae to him in a low
voice. Perhaps it wa.- - toy i ma ;j ; i..a- -

tion, but I thought he was remeoi- -

stratinf with him.
Trie (aid man laayhed mock irpply,

and we pa-e-e- .l on.
He led me a lon;:r way frotn t'-i-

am in part of the hvii-- e into a wir.g of
the buiidinc, which was fast fading
into decay.

At the first do ar he stormed and ap-

plied a rusty key to the still rustier
lock. d'he room into which we had
entered had once been well f a r a i s :: 1 ,

out now tee carpet was in ra cs. tlo.t
had settle 1 ever wuere, and the tire
which had been Kindled on the hearth
.lad tided the whole place with smoke
:n its frantic strap ha for life, auh
then coru- - out entire.y.

The la net lord punched the b'aekenej
.eips with the poker, and wore an
oath ur two over tie situatem, and
then hr: .' to me in a rude loif
'jt the luca of car. venie races 111 nay
j a a r: e rs.
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"Oh. ray poor little 1'Me'e! V,Ynil 1

to heaven you could un let-stan- tin;
nee.i of your unhappy mittres, aud
fcesid soioe ami to her resent""

Are! t ben followed abound of sup-Tire-,e- d

sobbiniT, iiiin.dt-- J with the
lo-u- l purr arid the occasional medujof a eat.

1 was youn-,- ' a nd not a little
I slipped' out of bed, lij-ht- I mv

caudle, and seiirchii); behind t lie Lied
I soon found a round small hole
through which the eat had evidently
pa-e- d. These "cat holes" are till
to be found in many an tjld man-dtui- .

J pnt 11 v" mouth to the aperture aud
spoke fcof ily:

"Are you in trouble?"
I heard a ouich exclamation of sur-

prise then the voice answered me:
"Yes, I am in trouble. Vho are

you? Where are you?
'".My name is Hunt Clarendon. I

a in here in the next room. What in
' the matter? How can 1 aid you?"

"Are you my friend?''
"I should rather think sol" I rep! iecl,

i n d i n a a tly.
'

use; bnt I have been the
victim of so much treachery!" ant
then in a low, rapid voice, slue told
me a tale which made my blood toil.

John Mc K in .ie was th landlord.
lie was the yirl's uncle. She vvu.--, an
heiresss, ar.d at lier father's death her
uncle had been left her guardian. He
had a son named Paul, and this son
lie determined should be tat; hu.sburid
of doia Shane. Viola was th- - sweet
prisoner's name. In nu other way
could they obtain r.osM-s-io- n of her
property. Pa nl liad tried his b.-.-- t to
win her, but ho was extremely re-

pulsive to her, and the ouid have
preferred death to ma frying him.
Win n her uncle f jaml e r so
msued he resorted to force. He eiri-a-hite-

a stoi-- that she had '.'one North
for some time on a visit, and then vast
her into this disused pa it of tie; build- -
in-- , and kept lier a pri-MUi- r. h. tu-

beever she would eon-a-- nt t I'aud- -
' wife, then liberty was hers. She had

been there now nearly two Years,
iiiLT no one but lier uncle at; his bru- -
tai son. the eat, had found h'r
oat, aud had been her sole Source of
comfort.

1 assured lier of speedy release, and
set myself t-- work to accomplish it.
There was bo door between the room
1 occupied and her pri-ean- , but tin;
wails were old and rotten, and with
the help of my knife, the; puker and
the fire shovel, i. sucecpeled in pryinsf
olf a portiou of the partition. It was
show work, but by diligence 1 s.-o-

inaue a spia.ee iarpo eouiiph for Viola
to sejueezt; throatrh, a nd I am happv to
say that her face was quite a sweet
as her voice.

Victor, my horse, was a thorough- - j

bred, and touch as whale bone. lie J

had ha d a hard bay's work, but 1 was
not afraid to tru-- t him far tweihy
miles more, and I meant to take Vioia
ten uid me, ami rue to beecneiiir t ti5
residence of my Aunt Catherine that j

very ulplit. j

I wrapped one of the blankets from j

the bed ar ound Viola, and lift iuc iter :

in my arms, for she was o weak an el

f rirfhtened she could scarcely btand, 1

sio.e softly down the stairs.
As 1 ntareei the lower tioor, a b.iarel

creaked. You have probably noti ;eil
that boards have that peeul.arity
wiicti stiiiaess is prrcatly desired.

"What the devil is that?" cried the
hoarse voice of the landlord from a
room chase bv.

"Xehhirpf, sir'.'" returned I, cheer-
fully. "It is on it' I Mr. Cia.reiid.,.n
i thought my horsa was loose I heard
a no se-

"N'o need to tao'ible yourself,
s tra a fj'er. My hostler knows ios big-
ness."

"All richt," said I; "sorry I dis-
turbed you!" aod so I was.

I went eiii down the and
found the outer door secured only by
a wooden bar. This make no noise
in reiiM.viiiir. Another in iinent and I

steeaei witii rnv teridhe.,1 charae under
the frosty stars. j

I soucht the stables, foun 1 Victor,
sa.bJle'i him, mounted, and held the--

j

ciri befo-r- m(, ftjr sue was so fricht- -

er.ed I care not tru-- t her to hold fast
by herself.

We had not rid den a do'-- yards
when 1 saw ipphts :hohinr out of the
win :ows of the .bl hood, aud heitrd
shouts f anp-t--

r a:.d dismay. I kn-o-

fair escape v. as discovered, an 1 urf i

Vteto- - on for our live- - 1 heard loo ,

dlsehara-'- of firearms e a bullet
whittled near m v ear but I trusted :

tii my pood horse's speed, and not in
aiin.

We escttpeJ, and reachrhl 1 i If

just before daybreak. Ami, best of
all. I found Aur.t Kate much better j

in fact, speedily ' u va 1 e nja
Vioia ivas ill for a we k, hut care

and coe),i run-siut- sooa brought her
up. and then?

Why, I made have to lier, and mar-
ried her, a nd felt no remorse over Cue
bt ad I hopa-ii- i of. Jl at .i .u, .....a .u. 1 Ot
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